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-------------- (20) ----------------------- Dept. of English ----------------------------------------Abstract:
Present paper focuses on Twentieth-century Literature. In the first part of the twentiethcentury Modernism was a major literary movement. Major British modernists were Joseph Conrad, E.
M. Forster, Dorothy Richardson, Virginia Woolf, and D. H. Lawrence. Irish writers were also very
important in the twentieth-century, including James Joyce and later Samuel Beckett, both central
figures in the Modernist movement. Americans, poets like T. S. Eliot and Ezra Pound and novelist
William Faulkner, were other important modernists so the present paper includes writers in English
from Ireland, Scotland, England and America.
The modernism was influenced by the ideas of Charles Darwin, Ernst Mach, Henri Bergson,
James G. Frazer, Karl Marx, and the psychoanalytic theories of Sigmund Freud. Yeats was one of the
foremost figures of 20th-century literature. In 1923 he was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature. His
works include The Tower (1928) and The Winding Stair and Other Poems (1929). Other important
early modernist poets were the American poetsT. S. Eliot (1888–1965) and Ezra Pound (1885–1972).
Eliot’s most famous works are: "Prufrock" (1915), The Wasteland (1921) and Four Quartets (1935–
42). Ezra Pound was an important mentor for other poets. Other important American poets writing
early in the 20th century were William Carlos Williams, Robert Frost and Gertrude Stein.
Irish playwrights George Bernard Shaw (1856–1950) and J.M. Synge (1871–1909) were
influential in British drama. Synge's most famous play, The Playboy of the Western World got huge
popularity. George Bernard focused on important political and social issues, like marriage, class, and
the rights of women. An important dramatist in the 1920s, and later, was Irishman Seán O'Casey
(1880–1964). Also in the 1920s and later Noël Coward (1899–1973) achieved enduring success as a
playwright.
Amongst the novelists, after Joseph Conrad, other important early modernist include
Dorothy Richardson (1873–1957), whose novel Pointed Roof (1915), is one of the earliest example
of the stream of consciousness technique, and D. H. Lawrence (1885–1930), who published The
Rainbow in 1915. Then in 1922 Irishman James Joyce's important modernist novel Ulysses appeared.
William Faulkner's The Sound and the Fury (1929) is another significant modernist novel that uses
the stream of consciousness technique.
The modernist movement continued through the 1920s and 1930s and beyond. During the
period between the World Wars, O'Neill's experiments with theatrical form and his use of both
Naturalist and Expressionist techniques had a major influence on American dramatists. His bestknown plays include Anna Christie, Desire Under the Elms, Strange Interlude, Mourning Becomes
Electra. In poetry Hart Crane published The Bridge in 1930 and E. E. Cummings and Wallace
Stevens were publishing from the 1920s until the 1950s. Similarly William Faulkner continued to
publish until the 1950s.
Important British writers between the World Wars, include the Scottish poet Hugh
MacDiarmid (1892–1978), and novelists Virginia Woolf (1882–1941), E. M. Forster (1879–1970),
Evelyn Waugh (1903–66) and D. H. Lawrence. Woolf was an influential feminist, and a major
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stylistic innovator associated with the stream-of-consciousness technique in novels like Mrs
Dalloway (1925) and To the Lighthouse (1927).
Though some have seen modernism ending by around 1939 but a number of modernists
were still living and publishing in the 1950s and 1960, including T. S. Eliot, William Faulkner,
Dorothy Richardson, and Ezra Pound. Samuel Beckett, born in Ireland in 1906, continued to produce
significant works until the 1980s, including Waiting for Godot (1953), Happy Days (1961), Rockaby
(1981). Among British writers in the 1940s and 1950s were novelist Graham Greene whose works
span the 1930s to the 1980s and poet Dylan Thomas, while Evelyn Waugh, and W.H. Auden
continued publishing significant work.
In 1947 Malcolm Lowry published Under the Volcano, while George Orwell's satire of
totalitarianism, 1984, was published in 1949. Graham Greene’s novels explore the ambivalent moral
and political issues of the modern world. His novels include Brighton Rock (1938), The Power and
the Glory (1940), The Heart of the Matter (1948), A Burnt-Out Case (1961), and The Human Factor
(1978). Other novelists writing in the 1950s and later were: Anthony Powell, comic novelist Kingsley
Amis and Nobel Prize laureate William Golding. Philosopher Iris Murdoch was a prolific writer of
novels throughout the second half of the 20th century, that deal especially with morality, and the
power of the unconscious, including Under the Net (1954), The Black Prince (1973) and The Green
Knight (1993). Scottish writer Muriel Spark pushed the boundaries of realism in her novels. Anthony
Burgess is especially remembered for his dystopian novelA Clockwork Orange (1962), set in the nottoo-distant future. In the One of Penguin Books most successful publications in the 1970s was
Richard Adams's heroic fantasy Watership Down (1972). Evoking epic themes, it recounts the
odyssey of a group of rabbits seeking to establish a new home. Angela Carter (1940–92) was a
novelist and journalist, known for her feminist, magical realism, and picaresque works.
Martin Amis (1949) is one of the most prominent of contemporary British novelists. His
best-known novels are Money (1984) and London Fields (1989). Pat Barker (born 1943). English
novelist and screenwriter Ian McEwan (born 1948) is another of contemporary Britain's most highly
regarded writers. His works include The Cement Garden (1978) and Enduring Love (1997). In 1998
McEwan won the Man Booker Prize. Zadie Smith's Award winning novel White Teeth (2000), mixes
pathos and humour, focusing on the later lives of two war time friends in London. Julian Barnes
(born 1946) is another successful living novelist, who won the 2011 Man Booker Prize for his book
The Sense of an Ending. Two significant contemporary Irish novelists are John Banville (born 1945)
and Colm Toibin (born 1955).
Scotland has produced several important novelistsin the late 20th century, including James
Kelman who like Samuel Beckett can create humour out of the mostgrim situations. A. L. Kennedy
whose 2007 novel Day was named Book of the Year in the Costa Book Awards.
An important cultural movement in the British theatre which developed in the late 1950s and
early 1960s was Kitchen sink realism (or "kitchen sink drama"), a term coined to describe art, novels,
film and television plays. The term angry young men was often applied members of this artistic
movement. It used a style of social realism which depicts the domestic lives of the working class, to
explore social issues and political issues. The drawing room plays of the post war period, typical of
dramatists like Terence Rattigan and Noël Coward were challenged in the 1950s by these Angry
Young Men, in plays like John Osborne's Look Back in Anger (1956). Arnold Wesker and Nell Dunn
also brought social concerns to the stage.
Again in the 1950s, the absurdist play Waiting for Godot (1955) (originally En attendant
Godot, 1952), by Irish writer Samuel Beckett profoundly affected British drama. The Theatre of the
Absurd influenced Harold Pinter, Tom Stoppard etc. Stoppard's works are however also notable for
their high-spirited wit and the great range of intellectual issues. Both Pinter and Stoppard continued
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to have new plays produced into the 1990s. Michael Frayn (born 1933) is among other playwrights
noted for their use of language and ideas. Other Important playwrights whose careers began later in
the century are: Caryl Churchill (Top Girls, 1982) and Alan Ayckbourn (Absurd Person Singular,
1972).
Major poets like T. S. Eliot, W. H. Auden and Dylan Thomas were still publishing in this
period. Though W. H. Auden's (1907–1973) career began in the 1930s and 1940s he published
several volumes in the 1950s and 1960s. His stature in modern literature has been contested, but
probably the most common critical view from the 1930s onward ranked him as one of the three major
twentieth-century British poets, and heir to Eliot and Yeats.
New poets starting their careers in the 1950s and 1960s include Philip Larkin (1922–85)
(The Whitsun Weddings, 1964), Ted Hughes (1930–98) (The Hawk in the Rain, 1957) and Irishman
(Northern Ireland) Seamus Heaney (1939–2013) (Death of a Naturalist, 1966). Northern Ireland has
also produced a number of other significant poets, including Derek Mahon and Paul Muldoon. In the
1960s and 1970s Martian poetry aimed to break the grip of 'the familiar', by describing ordinary
things in unfamiliar ways, as though, for example, through the eyes of a Martian. Poets most closely
associated with it are Craig Raine and Christopher Reid. Martin Amis, an important contemporary
novelist, carried into fiction this drive to make the familiar strange.
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