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------------- (15) ------------------- Dept. of Sociology ----------------------------------------ABSTRACT
Education as a process and an idea exists within a societal context. Whether formal or
informal learning, education is organized in the society by individuals who are members of a
particular group, community, states and nation. So, you understand the significance of the society in
educational transactions and organizing curricular events. While pursuing your Bachelor of education
you must have studied the Philosophical foundations, Psychological foundations and sociological
foundations of education. In this communication we will deal with the sociology of education in
details; and the relation between sociology and education. This will be useful in managing
educational institutions. In this communication we discuss two broad issues, the concept of sociology
of education and the relation between sociology and education.
Key words: - Education, learning, community, society, institutions. Etc.
Introduction:The sociology of education is the study of how public institutions and individual experiences
affect education and its outcomes. It is most concerned with the public schooling systems of modern
industrial societies, including the expansion of higher, adult, and continuing education. Education has
often been seen as a fundamentally optimistic human endeavor characterized by aspirations for
progress and betterment. It is understood by many to be a means of overcoming handicaps, achieving
greater equality and acquiring wealth and social status. Education is perceived as a place where
children can develop according to their unique needs and potential.
It is also perceived as one of the best means of achieving greater social equality. Many
would say that the purpose of education should be to develop every individual to their full potential
and give them a chance to achieve as much in life as their natural abilities allow (meritocracy). Few
would argue that any education system accomplishes this goal perfectly. Some take a particularly
negative view, arguing that the education system is designed with the intention of causing the social
reproduction of inequality.
Sociological studies showed how schooling patterns reflected, rather than challenged, class
stratification and racial and sexual discrimination. After the general collapse of functionalism from
the late 1960s onwards, the idea of education as an unmitigated good was even more profoundly
challenged. Neo-Marxists argued that school education simply produced a docile labour-force
essential to late-capitalist class relations.
Objective:The Following are the objectives of the study
 Define the concept of sociology of education;
 Describe the relation between education and sociology;
 Evaluate the social concerns in their institutions, and
 Plan and design the most effective social net in educational institutions:Concept & Cultural Capital:Shaurya Publication, Latur | www.rjorunals.co.in | Email-hitechresearch11@gmail.com
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Before we proceed further let us first discuss what cultural capital is. Cultural capital
denotes the accumulation of knowledge, experience, skills one has had through the course of their life
that enables him to succeed more so someone from a less experienced background. Pierre Bourdieu a
sociologist has further elaborated the social reproduction theory and developed the relation between
the structure (educational institutions) and the learners.
Bourdieu has built his theoretical framework around the important concepts of cultural
capital. This concept is based on the idea that social structures (educational institutions particularly)
determine individuals' chances, through the mechanism of the cultural capital.. Bourdieu used the
idea of cultural capital to explore the differences in outcomes for students from different classes. He
explored the conflict between the orthodox reproduction and the innovative production of knowledge
and experience. He found that this conflict is intensified by considerations of which particular
cultural capital is to be conserved and reproduced in schools. Bourdieu argues that it is the culture of
the dominant groups, and therefore their cultural capital, which is embodied in schools, and that this
leads to social reproduction.
Issues in Sociology of Education:Educational institution is a good sample of society. It is a miniature form of society. You can
find various group like group of learners (boys and girls), group of teacher (male and female), groups
of non teaching staff. Various roles are played in educational institutions like Evaluation (peer
evaluation, tutor evaluation, evaluation of teacher by learner etc).
Teacher plays role of a Judge (evaluation),helper (help learner in achieving objective)
detective(find out the law breaker),Idol(promoting values).The environment of educational institution
is a complex one and various issues like gender, social background, language technology, ideology
interplay in a complex social milieu at micro (within institution) and macro (broad perspective) level.
Let us go through these issues in brief. This will be useful in arranging effective learning experience.
Education and Social generation
The perspective of conflict theory, contrary to the structural functionalist perspective,
believes that society is full of vying social groups with different aspirations, different access to life
chances and gain different social rewards, relations in society, in this view, are mainly based on
exploitation, oppression, domination and subordination. Many teachers assume that students will
have particular middle class experiences at home, and for some children this assumption isn’t
necessarily true. Some children are expected to help their parents after school and carry considerable
domestic responsibilities in their often single-parent home. The demand of this domestic labour often
makes it difficult for them to find time to do all their homework and thus affects their academic
performance.
Where teachers have softened the formality of regular study and integrated student’s
preferred working methods into the curriculum, they noted that particular students displayed strengths
they had not been aware of before. However few teachers deviate from the traditional curriculum, and
the curriculum conveys what constitutes knowledge as determined by the state - and those in power
[Young in]. This knowledge isn’t very meaningful to many of the students, who see it as pointless.
Wilson & Wyn state that the students realise there is little or no direct link between the subjects they
are doing and their perceived future in the labour market. Anti-school values displayed by these
children are often derived from their consciousness of their real interests. Sargent believes that for
working class students, striving to succeed and absorbing the school's middle class values, is
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accepting their inferior social position as much as if they were determined to fail. Fitzgerald states
that “irrespective of their academic ability or desire to learn, students from poor families have
relatively little chance of securing success”. On the other hand, for middle and especially upper-class
children, maintaining their superior position in society requires little effort. The federal government
subsidises ‘independent’ private schools enabling the rich to obtain ‘good education’ by paying for it.
With this ‘good education’, rich children perform better, achieve higher and obtain greater rewards.
In this way, the continuation of privilege and wealth for the elite is made possible.
Structure and Agency
This theory of social generation has been significantly theorized by Pierre Bourdieu.
However Bourdieu as a social theorist has always been concerned with the dichotomy between the
objective and subjective, or to put it another way, between structure and agency. Bourdieu has
therefore built his theoretical framework around the important concepts of habitus, field and cultural
capital. These concepts are based on the idea that objective structures determine individuals' chances,
through the mechanism of the habitus, where individuals internalize these structures. However, the
habitus is also formed by, for example, an individual's position in various fields, their family and their
everyday experiences. Therefore one's class position does not determine one's life chances, although
it does play an important part, alongside other factors.
Bourdieu used the idea of cultural capital to explore the differences in outcomes for students
from different classes in the French educational system. He explored the tension between the
conservative reproduction and the innovative production of knowledge and experience. He found that
this tension is intensified by considerations of which particular cultural past and present is to be
conserved and reproduced in schools.
The cultural capital of the dominant group, in the form of practices and relation to culture, is
assumed by the school to be the natural and only proper type of cultural capital and is therefore
legitimated. It demands “uniformly of all its students that they should have what it does not give”
[Bourdieu]. This legitimate cultural capital allows students who possess it to gain educational capital
in the form of qualifications. Those lower-class students are therefore disadvantaged. To gain
qualifications they must acquire legitimate cultural capital, by exchanging their own (usually
working-class) cultural capital. This exchange is not a straight forward one, due to the class ethos of
the lower-class students. Class ethos is described as the particular dispositions towards, and
subjective expectations of, school and culture. It is in part determined by the objective chances of that
class. The subjective expectations influenced by the objective structures found in the school,
perpetuate social reproduction by encouraging less-privileged students to eliminate themselves from
the system, so that fewer and fewer are to be found as one journeys through the levels of the system.
The process of social reproduction is neither perfect nor complete, but still, only a small number of
less-privileged students achieve success. For the majority of these students who do succeed at school,
they have had to internalize the values of the dominant classes and use them as their own, to the
detriment of their original habitus and cultural values.
Theoretical Approaches within the Sociology of education
Classical French sociologist Émile Durkheim was one of the first sociologists to consider the
social function of education. He believed that a moral education was necessary for society to
exist because it provided the basis for the social solidarity that held society together. By writing about
education in this way, Durkheim established the functionalist perspective on education. This
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perspective champions the work of socialization that takes place within the educational institution,
including the teaching of society’s culture, including moral values, ethics, politics, religious beliefs,
habits, and norms. According to this view, the socializing function of education also serves to
promote social control and to curb deviant behavior.
The symbolic interaction approach to studying education focuses on interactions during the
schooling process and the outcomes of those interactions. For instance, interactions between students
and teachers, and social forces that shape those interactions like race, class, and gender, create
expectations on both parts.
Teachers expect certain behaviors from certain students, and those expectations, when
communicated to students through interaction, can actually produce those very behaviors. This is
called the “teacher expectancy effect.” For example, if a white teacher expects a black student to
perform below average in a Math test when compared to white students, over time the teacher may
act in ways that encourage black students to underperform.
Stemming from Marx's theory of the relationship between workers and capitalism,
the conflict theory approach to education examines the way educational institutions and the
hierarchies of degree levels contribute to the reproduction of hierarchies and inequalities in society.
This approach recognizes that schooling reflects class, racial, and gender stratification, and tends to
reproduce it. For example, sociologists have documented in many different settings how "tracking" of
students based on class, race, and gender effectively sorts students into classes of laborers and
managers/entrepreneurs, which reproduces the already existing class structure rather than producing
social mobility.
Conclusion: The present paper highlights that the sociology of education is the study of how social
institutions and forces affect educational processes and outcomes, and vice versa. By many, education
is understood to be a means of overcoming handicaps, achieving greater equality and acquiring
wealth and status for all (Sargent 1994). Learners may be motivated by aspirations for progress and
betterment. Education is perceived as a place where children can develop according to their unique
needs and potentialities. The purpose of education is to develop every individual to the full potential.
Reference: DISE analytical report 2004
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